BUFFALO MEX
AT THE EXECUTION.

Sheriff Caldwell and Charles
R. Huntley Saw Czol-
gosz Die.

THEIR IMPRESSIONS.

Both Say that Czolgosz Gave No
Evidence of Fear in the Death
Ch=mber,

DID NOT UTTER A GROAN.

Sheriff Caldwell and Charles R. Hunt-
ley returued from Auburn shortly after
1 o'clock this afterncon, having witness-
ed the execution of Leon F. Czolgosz,

the slaver of President McKinley. "Ask-
e ahont the execution, Mr. Huuntley said
tc n Commercial. reporter:

“There is really little to be sald about
itt. The cnse has been deseribed cor-
reetly in the newspopers. 1 read them
on my way up from Auburm and find
that they pleture the procceding accu-
rately. Czolgosz did not show any signs
of fear and he did not tremble or turn
pale; he walked into the death room be-
swveen two mep, and walked with a frm
step. . He stumbled as he came into the
room but did not fall, nor did his knees
weaken. I was quite surprised at his
demeanor, as was evervone else, 1 shonld
sny. He was perfectly strong and calm.
He just slid himself into the chair ex-
actly as a1 man might who expected to
enjoy a half hour's repose. . The fact
that in a2 moment n dedth current was
to be forced throngh him did not seem
to perturh him In the least.

“Ne=m, T heard him make the statements
acceredited to him. He spoke very plain-
Iy and in g voice which did not waver
in the slightest degree. He sald ficst that
he was not sorry for having killed the
Fresident, and, as the straps which
honnd his jaws were put in place, he
gnid that he wns sorry he could not see
his father. Everyone in the room must
have heard and nnderstood him. He
had expressed a desire to speak, so It
was claimed, after getting in the pres-
ence of the witnesses, He wanted every-
one to hear him. It was supposed,
therefore, that whatever talking he in-
tended to do he wonld do before getting
fnto the chair. It was a general surprise
to hear his voice after the moen had be-

gun’ to aMx the electrodes. - The wit-
nesses were somewhat startled dnd were
amazed at the man's ealmness. We all
kept our eyes on him and listened most
atteritively. But the men at work be-
side him and in front, of him did not
pause. They kept on aMxing the appli-
ances, Evidently Czolgosz had pre-

pared something to say and what he said
was part of his prepared piece. That.
is my thought of the matter. I wouldn't
gay that he tried to make a hero of him-
gself. There was no spirit of bravado
manifest at all. He said a few things
just as If he felt it his deiy to say
them."

“Did he trembio or grow pale as the
straps wore put in place?’ was asked.

“Wo, not at all. He was collected and
calm every moment, to all appearances.
Sherlff Caldwell, who wns with me, said
he looked hetter and more self-possessed
than he looked during the trial here in -
Bnffalo. His face had the normal amount
of color in it, and his hands didd't tremble
a hit,

“The majesty of the law was perfectly
sustained,” continued Mr. Huntley,
“There wasn't a hitch anywhere and not
an ineident which could merit the faintest
eriticism. Czolgosz wns sentenced to die
in the electric chair, and his death was
effveted quickly and certainly. It wns
but an incredibly short time after the
murderer walked inte the death ehamber
when the doetors in attendance pronounc-
ed him dead. There had been no scene;
no one had fainted or grown execited.
Everyone conduncted himself with remark-
ahle sang-froid. The attendants were
busy right up to the moment of turning
on the eurrent, and had but stepped back
when the hody of the assassin was in the
grasp of the powerful enrrent. As I have
gafd, mot a thing morred the formality,
Eversthing went off amoothly, aecording
to a schedule earefully planned.”

Sheriff Caldwell's Impression.

Sheriff Samuel Caldwell was asked by
a Commercial veporter as to his impres-
siong of the execution of the assassin.
He replied:

“| was impressed with the idea that
the assassin was o man of great nerve.
Although guards had hold of his arms,
the prisoner could have walked nnaided
to the chalr. Aside from the prisoner's
last words, there was not a sound in the
death chamber, and the prisoner himself
gave no evidenece of fear.

“Ag soon n8 he had Leen seated In the
chnir and his face covered so that his
nose and mouth were alone exposed,
Warden Mead ranized his hand and Elee-
tricinn  Davis turmed on the current

which snuffed out the prisoner’s life as
with a snap of the finger. The electrie-
fan then felt the prispner's jugular vein,
Dr. MaecDonald did the same, and was
followed by Prison Physician Gerin.
The doctors then stepped back, and
Warden Mead again raised his hand.
Again the current was applied and was
continued about 50 seconds.

“When the electricity wus again shuat
off, the physicinus examined the body
by the nsual means, and at the end pro-
nounced that the man was dead. The
witnesses left the death chamber before
the body was removed to the operating
table in the autopsy room. I signed the
document, swearing that I saw the elec-
trocution of the assassin. The doctors
remained for the antopsy, but 1 enme
home fminvediately.

“The aprisoners nerve was ovidenced
by his conduct from the moment he on-
tere the death chamber. No  groan
escaped him, and his lips did not even
move exeept when he was making s
finnl statement to the effect that he did
net repent his crime. When the clee-
tricity entered the assassin’s body it atif-
fened with sunccessive jerks, but death
was 8o guick that he did not have time
to groan."



