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Boom Cycle* - time of economic 
prosperity 

 Boom Cycle – noun 

          The business cycle is sometimes characterized 

          by a “boom” before it is followed by a “bust .”   

 

 Boom Cycle – noun 

          The decade of “The Roaring Twenties,” in the  

          twentieth century, was marked by a “boom    

          cycle” before a market crash occurred in 1929. 

 

 Boom Cycle – noun  

          Lowell, a Massachusetts city, benefitted from 

          at least two “boom cycles” before many people  

          in the town lost their jobs during an extended  

          “bust cycle.” 
 

 

 

*Boom Cycle – See Chapter 2  (The Boys of Lowell)   
 

 



Fortuitous* - happening by accident (or by chance) 

 Fortuitous – adjective 

          In a fortuitous turn of events, the girl’s fall put her 

          on a collision course with a prickly cactus. 

   

 Fortuitously – adverb 

          She fell fortuitously, but there was nothing she 

          could do to break her fall. 

 

 Fortuitousness – noun 

          No matter how hard she tried to avoid ongoing 

          embarrassment, the young girl’s fortuitousness  

          seemed to put her on a collision course with unexpected situations.  

 

 

* Fortuitousness – See Chapter 6  (Micky Ward – Back in the Ring)  
 Note:  Drawing depicting “fortuitousness,” by T-Koni.  Copyright, T-Koni, all rights reserved.  Provided here as fair 

use for educational purposes.      

  

 



Impinge* -  advancing into an area intended 

for something else 
 

 

 Impinge – verb 

 

        Sporting injuries often occur in a person’s back where 

        a bulging disc can impinge on a nerve. 

 

 Impingement – noun 

 

        A herniated (or bulging) disc often causes nerve 

        impingement. 

 

 

 

*Impinge – See Chapter 8 (Micky Ward and Dicky Eklund - Today)   
 

 

              



Perpendicular* –  standing at right 

angles - exactly upright 
 

 

 

 Perpendicular – adjective  

 

          During a high point in his career, Dickie Eklund 

          unexpectedly found himself standing perpendicular 

          to Sugar Ray Leonard (who was down on the mat). 

 

 Perpendicularly– adverb 

 

          Perpendicularly situated on the floor of a boxing 

          ring  - vis-à-vis his standing opponent, Dickie  

          Eklund - Sugar Ray Leonard was in a most unusual position.  

 

 
 

* Perpendicular – See Chapter  3  (Dickie Eklund)   
 



Repertoire * -  skill set used in a performance; 

devices used in a performance 

 Repertoire – noun 

 

        A professional boxer’s repertoire includes 

        several types of punches, including an upper cut. 

 

 Repertoire – noun  

 

        A boxer’s repertoire of equipment includes hand 

        wraps and boxing gloves. 

 

 

*Repertoire – See Chapter 7  (Ward-Gatti – Fight of the Century) 

 

 

 



Resilience* -  ability to bounce back; recover from a 

bad event 
 

 

 

 Resilience – noun 

 

         When Hurricane Katrina struck the northern Gulf  

         Coast, including the states of Louisiana and  

         Mississippi, residents displayed resilience and  

         determination as they rebuilt their lives.  

 

 

 Resilient – adjective 

 

         Resilient people in Mississippi and Louisiana 

         have rebuilt their homes – and their lives – following 

         the devastating effects of Hurricane Katrina. 

 
 

 

*Resilience – See Chapter 8  (Micky Ward and Dicky Eklund – Today)   
Note:  Satellite Image, of Hurricane Katrina making landfall, a NASA/Goddard photo.  License:  CC by 2.0 

 



Sordid* -  totally gross; vile; extremely dirty 

 Sordid – adjective 

 

          As the sordid details surfaced about his life, one 

          had the feeling those events matched his squalid 

          living conditions. 

 

 Sordidly – adverb 

 

           He sordidly lived his life within the squalor of his 

          surroundings. 

 

 Sordidness – noun 

 

          The sordidness of his life caused everyone to wonder 

          how he had so dramatically lost his way. 

 

*Sordid – See Chapter 4  (High on Crack in Lowell)  
Note:  Photo by Cavendish Press, originally published in the UK’s Daily Mail.  Copyright, Cavendish Press, all rights reserved.  

Provided here as fair use for educational purposes.   

 

 



Stifling* -  unable to breathe well due 

to extreme heat 
 

 

 Stifling – adjective 

 

          The stifling heat caused everyone to sweat profusely and to 

          breathe with difficulty. 

 

 Stifled – verb 

          Stifled by the heat, the runner nearly passed-out at the end 

          of the race. 

 

 Stiflingly – adverb 

          Running in the stiflingly humid air, the runner was exhausted 

          at the end of the race. 

 

 

 

 

*Stifling – See Chapter 2  (The Boys of Lowell)   

 



Trilogy* -  (1) series of three related events;  (2) three related artistic works 

(whether books, music or drama, etc.) which develop a single theme 

 
 

 

 Trilogies – noun (plural) 

          One of the most popular literary trilogies in 

          Western culture is The Lord of the Rings, by J.R.R. 

          Tolkien.  

 

 Trilogy – noun  

          The Lord of the Rings has also been turned into a 

          trilogy of three separate, but related, films.    

 

 Trilogy – noun 

          Micky Ward and Arturo Gatti fought a trilogy of 

          very famous boxing matches. 

 

 

*Trilogy – See Chapter 6  (Micky Ward – Back in the Ring)    

Note:  Images of The Lord of the Rings movie covers, copyright Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc., all rights reserved. 
Provided here as fair use for educational purposes. 

 

 



Welterweight* - professional boxer, weighing 

between 140-147 pounds 

 

 Welterweight – noun 

        Micky Ward, a championship-winning boxer, is a 

        welterweight. 

 

 Welterweight – adjective 

        A welterweight boxer, Micky Ward has retired 

        from his sport. 

 

 Welterweight – adjective 

        The welterweight division, of professional boxing, 

        has included many popular boxers over the years. 

 

 

*Welterweight – See Chapter 3  (Dickie Eklund)   
Note – Associated Press photo of  Micky Ward, weighing-in as a welterweight, by Mary Godleski.  Copyright, AP and 

Mary Godleski, all rights reserved.  Provided here as fair use for educational purposes.    
 


