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Photograph taken November 18, 2006 by Sander Spek depicts the dArtagnan statue by Charles de Batz de
Castelmore in Maastricht, Holland.  Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons. 

If you give me six lines written by
an honest man,

I will find something in them
to hang him.

Attributed to Cardinal Richelieu

Sixteenth-century France was at war with herself. The battle was over religion.
Henri IV, before he was king, was leader of the Huguenots (another name for French Protestants). But when
Henri of Navarre (as he was called before he took the throne of France) realized he could only rule the country
if he renounced his faith, the future king became a Catholic. As Henri reportedly said, "Paris was worth a Mass."
To make sure his former co-religionists could worship freely, however, Henri IV signed the Edict of Nantes.
Although that proclamation permitted religious tolerance, the plight of Huguenots worsened after the king was
assassinated. Their stronghold, the Atlantic port city of La Rochelle, was attacked by Louis XIII’s troops.
Some of those troops were called Musketeers (later made even-more famous by Alexander Dumas in his book,
The Three Musketeers). 

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Musketeer-The
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Musketeer-The

Media Stream

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/bafa050c3786248c1bfeac5993874f2a.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/cardinal-richelieu
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_IV_of_France
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/henry-iv-signed-the-edict-of-nantes
https://www.museeprotestant.org/en/notice/the-edict-of-nantes-1598/
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/la.rochelle.bmp
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/musketeer-fixing-bayonet
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/musketeer
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Musketeer-The
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Musketeer-The


Cardinal Richelieu
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Cardinal-Richelieu
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Musketeer
Image of Musketeer uniform from Louis XIV's Army, by Chatrand Rene, Osprey
Publishing, LTD., London (1988).  Online, via Madame Bonamcieux's Cavalier Page.
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