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This etching, by Mercier, is an illustration from the MEMOIRS OF MARGUERITE DE VALOIS, published in Boston
by L.C. Page and Company (Incorporated), in 1899. The work, including its illustrations, is online via Project
Gutenberg. The Memoirs provide information about the St. Bartholomew Day’s Massacre (including the events
before and after).
France, increasingly divided along religious lines, erupted into a succession of eight "Wars of Religion." In 1562,
the Duke of Guise ordered the massacre of Huguenots worshiping in the Norman town of Vassy. More people
were brutalized in Sens the same year.
It wasn’t a one-sided fight, however. Huguenots equally committed "frightful outrages" against Catholics.
Catherine de Medici, as Regent for her young son Charles IX, tried with some success to make peace between
Catholics and Protestants. Some accounts, however, put Catherine in the middle of the most significant event
of France’s religious wars: The St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of 1572.
Although historians have debated the actual cause ever since, some of the facts are clear. Nineteen-year-old
Henri of Navarre, the highest-ranking "prince of the blood" outside the immediate royal family, married
Catherine de Medici’s daughter, Marguerite de Valois, in Paris on August 17, 1572. Navarre (the future Henri IV)
was a Huguenot. The royal family was Catholic.
Most high-ranking Huguenot nobles were in Paris to attend the wedding and its festivities. On the night of
August 22, Admiral Gaspard de Coligny (the Huguenot leader) met with the King. As the Admiral returned to his
Paris lodgings, an assassin fired at him. Wounded - but not mortally - Coligny refused to leave Paris. He thought
such actions would signal distrust of the King.
August 23rd was the Feast of St. Bartholomew. Henri of Navarre, his bride (whose account of the event survives
- scroll down half-way to Letter V) and many Huguenot nobles were staying at the Louvre. So, of course, were
the King (Charles IX) and his mother (Catherine de Medici).
Sometime during the night, someone decided to finish the action of Coligny’s would-be assassin.

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/EVE-of-a-MASSACRE-Musketeer-The
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/EVE-of-a-MASSACRE-Musketeer-The

Media Stream

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/a6bd252a30ed814a13fce4f30b170d35.jpg
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/3841/3841-h/3841-h.htm#marguerite
http://www.lepg.org/polimap.htm
http://images.amazon.com/images/P/058228533X.01.LZZZZZZZ.jpg
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/primarysources_upload/images/slaughter_of_huguentos_l.jpg
http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/vc006751.jpg
https://www.notablebiographies.com/Ma-Mo/Medici-Catherine-de.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/charles-ix
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=1338
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1572stbarts.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/st-bartholomews-day-massacre
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/navarre-map-locator
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/marguerite-de-valois
http://www.henri-iv.com/
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/dmiral-gaspard-de-coligny
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/henri-of-navarre
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/3841
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/louvre-salon
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/EVE-of-a-MASSACRE-Musketeer-The
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/EVE-of-a-MASSACRE-Musketeer-The


Charles IX
Image online, courtesy thePeerage.com website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Charles-IX

St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/St.-Bartholomew-s-Day-Massacre

Navarre - Map Locator
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Navarre-Map-Locator

Marguerite de Valois
Image online, courtesy the kielo.org website.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Marguerite-de-Valois

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/a9eef0a0f7.jpg
http://www.thepeerage.com/e7454.htm
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Charles-IX
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/570a71d626.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/St.-Bartholomew-s-Day-Massacre
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/3d461a85fa.gif
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Navarre-Map-Locator
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/85f8c3ebe8.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Marguerite-de-Valois


Admiral Gaspard de Coligny
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Admiral-Gaspard-de-Coligny

Henri of Navarre
Image online, courtesy the histoire de bournezeau website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Henri-of-Navarre

Louvre - Salon
Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Louvre-Salon

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/207a59a16e.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Admiral-Gaspard-de-Coligny
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/0fc97f1a27.jpg
http://histoire.bournezeau.free.fr/p13/vieuxchateau.htm
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Henri-of-Navarre
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/b34affe5da.jpg
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paris/img/louvre.salon.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Louvre-Salon

