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This illumination, created by a now-unknown artist around 1484, is an artistic interpretation of Joan of Arc with
the Dauphin (soon to be officially known as Charles VII) at Troyes. We see people of Troyes giving Joan and the
Dauphin keys to their city. The work is included in The Vigils of Charles VII, manuscript of Martial d'Auvergne,
circa 1484, BnF, Manuscrit Francais 5054, folio 62, recto. The image is online via Gallica Digital Library (at the
BnF) and Wikimedia Commons.

Joan led the French soldiers to ultimate victory at Orleans. On May 8, 1429, the seven-month siege was over.

Wounded by English arrows, Joan had shown great courage and continued to fight, despite her injuries. Her
example inspired her soldiers to drive the English army out of Orleans. Ever since that victory, Joan was known
as the "Maid of Orleans."

Joan continued to fight in the region until she and her soldiers drove the English army out of the Loire valley.
Her army had become a formidable fighting unit.

As Joan and her troops approached the English army at Patay, many of the enemy and their commander, Sir
John Fastolfe, reportedly fled before the fighting really started. Because he had been a coward, Sir John was
later stripped of some of his honors. Joan, on the other hand, achieved a stunning victory at Patay.

Once the English were out of Rheims, Joan took the dauphin to the Cathedral for his coronation. They passed
through several towns, including the city of Troyes—remember the infamous treaty?—where the people of that
town gave Joan and the soon-to-be-crowned King keys to the city.

On July 17, 1429 the dauphin was crowned Charles VII. Joan had accomplished a significant part of her mission.
For her valiant efforts, Joan of Arc was given a place of honor at the coronation. She sat next to the king.
Charles VIl also bestowed nobility status on Joan and her family.

Several French noblemen were loyal to Joan, and to the king, and helped to rid the Loire Valley of English
occupation. One of these men, Gilles de Rais, fought courageously at Joan's side. As one of his first official acts,
Charles VIl appointed de Rais, one of the wealthiest men in Europe, Marshall of France.

However, de Rais lost his place of honor in French life after Joan's death. He had committed horrifying murders
and became one of the most notorious serial killers in the history of crime. Although he expressed remorse
after his conviction, he was still executed by hanging.

After he was dead, de Rais' body was burned. French officials wanted to rid France forever of the scourge that
he had become.
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