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0. THE FINAL SETUP - Story Preface

1. WHO WAS JOAN OF ARC?

2. WAR DURING JOAN'S CHILDHOOD

3. WAR AFFECTS JOAN'S FAMILY

4. WHO SHOULD BE KING?

5. FRANCE NEEDS A LEADER

6. COULD A YOUNG WOMAN LEAD AN ARMY?

7. JOAN GETS THE JOB DONE

8. JOAN WINS AT ORLEANS

9. JOAN IS BETRAYED

10. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ACCUSES JOAN

11. TRIAL: A MOCKERY OF JUSTICE

12. THE FINAL SETUP

13. JOAN IS BURNED FOR WEARING MEN'S CLOTHES

14. THE VERDICT IS RENOUNCED

15. JOAN AND THE MODERN WORLD

16. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE OTHERS?

17. LINKS ABOUT THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JOAN OF ARC

Isodore Patrois (1815-1884) created this artistic impression of Joan of Arc in Rouen, on her way to execution in
1431. The original painting, circa 1867, is maintained at the Musee des Beaux-Arts in Rouen, France. Click on
the image for a beautiful view.
Joan's captors had promised she could attend church and confession once she acknowledged her guilt. They
also promised she would be turned over to the church's authority. Her captors reneged on both counts. Instead,
her English jailers (who actually slept in her cell) continued to taunt her with threats of rape.
Joan wore only women's clothing, as she had agreed, following her "confession." Unknown to her, however,
Cauchon and his helpers were not finished with their treachery.
One morning, soon after she had signed the statement of faults, Joan could not find her clothes. Unknown to
her, the three English guards had hidden them while Joan slept. Only the forbidden clothes - her soldier's
clothes - remained in her cell.
To no avail, Joan pleaded for her "permitted" clothes. She needed to relieve herself. The guards would not allow
her to leave her bed until she was dressed. She put on the "forbidden" clothes. They were all she had.
Because wearing men's clothes continued to be a crime against the Church, and because Joan had already
renounced her actions in wearing them, Joan was now in an extremely dangerous position. She may not have
realized how perilous it was for her to put on soldier's clothes. But it was that technical issue which led to the
final charge against her:

Joan was charged as a relapsed heretic.
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