stories

AWESOME E—

0. THE ARMADA ARRIVES - Story Preface
1. A PACIFIC EMPIRE

2. DANGEROUS OPPONENTS e
. iy, e A
- i f ¢ o Rl ™

”

L 77 i .
Al T

3. DEATH IN CHINA

4. ATROCITIES IN CHINA

AT

5. ABOUT IWO JIMA

6. THE ARMADA ARRIVES

7. JAPAN'S IWO JIMA DEFENSES

8. LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA

9. JUST A MOP-UP?

10. D-DAY: 19 FEBRUARY 1945

11. THE UNBROKEN CODE

12. INCHING TOWARD SURIBACHI

13. A FLAG-RAISING ON SURIBACHI
14. THE REPLACEMENT FLAG RAISERS
15. THE FAMOUS PHOTOGRAPH

16. FLAG RAISERS DIE IN BATTLE

17. KURIBAYASHI'S LAST LETTERS

18. SECURING IWO JIMA

19. IWO JIMA MEDALS OF HONOR

20. SURVIVORS RAISE CASH via WAR BONDS
21. WHY IWO JIMA WAS CAPTURED
22. FIRE BOMBS OVER TOKYO

23. RESULTS of WAR

24. THE REST OF THEIR LIVES

25. EPILOGUE - EARTHQUAKE in JAPAN

26. Awesome Guide to 21st Century Research

This image appears in AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS, Capture of Iwo Jima 16 February to 16 March 1945, a
publication “under the cognizance of, and...distributed by the Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.” The
publication was secret, at the time of its release in 1945, and contained these additional instructions: “When no
longer required it shall be destroyed by burning. No report of destruction need be submitted.” The image,
which appears in Chapter 5, depicts U.S. Navy ships at lwo Jim and “Initial Waves Approaching Southeastern
Beaches--Note Preinvasion Bombardment, D-Day (H-Hour-minus).” Online via ibiblio, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

An armada of 880 American ships sailed to Iwo Jima. Aboard some of the vessels were thousands of
amphibious-landing Marines. Operated by Navy and Coast Guard men, the ships also carried weapons,
ammunition, tanks, supplies and American flags.



http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/6cba0baf80d3821c61ff71aca2f132c2.jpg
http://www.ibiblio.org/

US Navy Photo 80-G-415308

A request for the Navy to fire its big surface-ship guns at Iwo, for at least four days before the Marines landed,
was denied. (In the documents, "Dog" refers to D-Day; "Workman" refers to Iwo Jima.) Admiral Spruance
believed the island had to be taken by assault but gave permission for three days of surface-ship firing. Bad
weather interfered with those instructions, effectively limiting big-gun pounding to less than three days.

Marines would be brought ashore by LSMs (Landing Ships, Medium), which could also carry five Sherman tanks,
and LVTs (Tracked Landing Vehicles). At least for the lwo attack, Marines would not have to board their landing

craft by first dropping down the sides of transport vessels on nets - doing their best to keep the contents of
their stomachs inside their bodies.

The landing-plan map divided Iwo’s beaches into color-coded sections. The beach closest to Mt. Suribachi was
designated “Green Beach.”

lwo is a small island with few, if any, good places to unload and store supplies. At the time, it did not have
existing roads - or easy access. Sherman tanks and amphibious tractors (dubbed “Amtracs”) would have
trouble moving through the soft volcanic ash. To scale Suribachi, Marines would have to inch their way to the
top. To advance from the beaches to the island’s interior, troops would need bulldozers to clear the way.

Before any progress could be made, however, the Marines would have to face - and overcome - Iwo Jima's
incredible defenses.

"Portrait of Artist as a Young Man," by Col. Charles H. Waterhouse. U.S. Marine Corps Art Collection. Image
depicts D-Day +2.
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Navy Request to Fire Guns at Iwo
Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Navy-Request-to-Fire-Guns-at-lwo

Navy Request Denied to Fire Guns at Iwo

Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
View this asset at:

http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Navy-Request-Denied-to-Fire-Guns-at-lwo

Photograph of Island Under Assault
Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.

View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Photograph-of-Island-Under-Assault
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Naval Gunfire Area Map
= Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
i View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Naval-Gunfire-Area-Map
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Marines Coming Ashore in lwo
U.S. Marine Corps photo, maintained by the U.S. National Archive.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Marines-Coming-Ashore-in-lwo
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Landing Ships, Medium, Bringing Marines Ashore Iwo Jima

U.S. Marine Corps photo, maintained by the U.S. National Archive.

View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Landing-Ships-Medium-Bringing-Marines-Ashore-lwo-Jima

Tracked Landing Vehicles

U.S. Marine Corps photo, maintained by the U.S. National Archive.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Tracked-Landing-Vehicles-

Painting of Marines Dropping Down the Sides of Vessels

James Turnbull, charcoal, 1944. Image online, courtesy the Naval Historical Center website.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Painting-of-Marines-Dropping-Down-the-Sides-of-Vessels

Marines Dropping Down on Nets off of Vessels in Iwo

James Turnbull, Oil on canvas, 1945. Online, courtesy the Naval Historical Center website.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Marines-Dropping-Down-on-Nets-off-of-Vessels-in-lwo

Map of Landing Plan in Iwo
Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Map-of-Landing-Plan-in-lwo

Marines Unloading Supplies in Iwo
U.S. Marine Corps photo, maintained by the U.S. National Archive.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Marines-Unloading-Supplies-in-lwo

Coast of Iwo with Limited Access
U.S. Marine Corps photo, maintained by the U.S. National Archives.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Coast-of-lwo-with-Limited-Access
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Side of Mount Suribachi that Marines had to Scale

Image online, courtesy the fas.org website.

View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Side-of-Mount-Suribachi-that-Marines-had-to-Scale

Tanks Trying to Move Through lwo
Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Tanks-Trying-to-Move-Through-lwo

Terrain in lwo
Image online, courtesy the ibiblio.org website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Terrain-in-lwo-

Top of Mount Suribachi
U.S. Marine Corps photo, maintained by the U.S. National Archives.

View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Top-of-Mount-Suribachi

Troops Using Bulldozers to Clear the Way to the Inland

Image online,courtesy the ibiblio.org website.

View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Troops-Using-Bulldozers-to-Clear-the-Way-to-the-Inland
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