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This 1838 engraving, by an unnamed artist, depicts “House Cellar Dwellings (Exterior).” It gives us a look at
how people lived in parts of the UK during the 19th century. It is online via Manchester Local Library Image
Collection. Click on the image for a full-page view.
How did "Whitechapel" get its name? According to 19th century accounts, the place owes its description to a
small chapel "whose white exterior made it a land mark on the way out of the City" of London. Not everything
in this part of town was evil.
Most streets in Whitechapel were narrow. People often lived in cellar rooms with little light and ventilation. The
area was filled with pubs where the Ripper’s victims found their "customers." Some of the popular hangouts of
1888, like "The Ten Bells," are still open and are still famous.
On August 31, 1888 the Ripper’s terror first struck Whitechapel. Mary Ann ("Polly") Nichols, a 42-year-old
mother of five who lived on Flower and Dean Street, was brutally murdered.
Polly's father, testifying at the inquest, said his daughter was “too good” to have enemies.
No one in the area heard any screams. By the time a constable found her, Mary Ann Nichols had been dead
about 30 minutes.
People weren’t shocked that a murder occurred in Whitechapel. They were very upset, however, about the way
the deed was done. 

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
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Whitechapel - Living in a Cellar
Image and text from the article, cited above, online courtesy the East London History
Society.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Whitechapel-Living-in-a-Cellar

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/54e1ee579d54c9b2cd0b00157d55f54d.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/lacking
http://www.casebook.org/victorian_london/dst-pubs.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/yes-were-still-open
http://www.casebook.org/victorian_london/tenbells.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/the-rippers-first-target
http://www.casebook.org/victorian_london/sitepics.w-fdean.html
http://www.casebook.org/official_documents/inquests/inquest_nichols.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/a-good-girl
http://www.casebook.org/timeline.nichols.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0327rp9
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/THE-TERROR-BEGINS-Jack-the-Ripper
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/THE-TERROR-BEGINS-Jack-the-Ripper
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/6cae69df79.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Whitechapel-Living-in-a-Cellar


Jack the Ripper - "The Ten Bells" Pub
Image, courtesy Casebook - Jack the Ripper.
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Polly Nichols - The Ripper's First Target
Image of Mary Anne Nichols.
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Jack the Ripper - Pen and Ink of Ms. Nichols
Image, originally published in the Illustrated Police News.  Online, courtesy Casebook: 
Jack the Ripper.
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