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This image depicts Penn and Mead at the Old Bailey in 1670. The illustration is from a tapestry panel.
It was September 8, 1670. William Penn was still an Englishman, living in London.
A young man, he was 26 years old. He had not yet become an American. He had not yet founded the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Penn's Woods which he named for his famous father, Admiral William Penn) or
the City of Philadelphia (Brotherly Love).
However ... he had already spent time in the Tower of London (depicted here in 1670) because the government
disagreed with his views. (The linked mural, by Violet Oakley, is in the Supreme Court Room of the Capitol in
Harrisburg). Now Penn was on trial for his life, charged with sedition against the Crown.
If found guilty, Penn would be executed.
In one of the most famous, magisterial courthouses in the world - the Old Bailey - Penn defended himself. It was
a time when defendants charged with a crime were not ALLOWED to have a lawyer. Perhaps that is why so
many defendants who stood trial at the Old Bailey ended up dead. For most, the "fix" was in long before the
trial started.
And ... so it appeared for William Penn. A Quaker, Penn was upset with a law which made the Church of England
the only place where people could worship. Called the "Conventicle Act," the law prohibited any "tumultuous
assembly" from meeting outside the Church of England.
Challenging the law, Penn called a meeting at Gracechurch street in the City of London. He preached a sermon
which resulted in a "tumultuous assembly."
He was promptly arrested.

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/A-BOGUS-CHARGE-Penn-William-Jury-Goes-to-Prison
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/A-BOGUS-CHARGE-Penn-William-Jury-Goes-to-Prison

Media Stream

Portrait of William Penn
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
PD
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Portrait-of-William-Penn

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/bfcc4f9e67f954062fe4066a1386385f.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/portrait-of-william-penn
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/portrait-of-admiral-william-penn
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/PENN/pnplan.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/the-tower-of-london
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/william-penn-in-prison
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/the-old-bailey
http://www.webster-dictionary.org/definition/Sedition
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/old-bailey-courtroom
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/quakers_1.shtml
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/conventicle
http://books.google.com/books?id=SB0NAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA249&lpg=PA249&dq=conventicle+act&source=web&ots=IpPU6_drKC&sig=e1TMTvRpuyCbw7IFnG3gVvkHZuA#PPA252,M1
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/the-gracechurch-street-meeting
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/london-map-depicting-gracechurch-street
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/A-BOGUS-CHARGE-Penn-William-Jury-Goes-to-Prison
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/A-BOGUS-CHARGE-Penn-William-Jury-Goes-to-Prison
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/9f4ea2be18.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Portrait-of-William-Penn


Portrait of Admiral William Penn
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Portrait-of-Admiral-William-Penn

The Tower of London
Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.  License:  CC-BY-2.0.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/The-Tower-of-London

William Penn in Prison
Image online, courtesy the archstreetfriends.org website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/William-Penn-in-Prison

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/611489730b.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Portrait-of-Admiral-William-Penn
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/5e479916ba.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/The-Tower-of-London
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/fc9f10fd4f.jpg
http://www.archstreetfriends.org/exhibit/p0123.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/William-Penn-in-Prison


The Old Bailey
Image online, courtesy amazon.com website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/The-Old-Bailey

Old Bailey Courtroom
Public-domain image, described above, online courtesy Old Bailey Online.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Old-Bailey-Courtroom

The Gracechurch Street Meeting
Public-domain image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/The-Gracechurch-Street-Meeting

London Map Depicting Gracechurch Street
Image online, courtesy StudyMore.org.UK
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/London-Map-Depicting-Gracechurch-Street

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/1b71464ae2.jpg
http://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Old-Bailey-Hundred-Corruption/dp/1840182342
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/The-Old-Bailey
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/e8a4beed9b.jpg
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Old-Bailey-Courtroom
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/eb3acf173a.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/The-Gracechurch-Street-Meeting
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/8c560ce092.gif
http://studymore.org.uk/quasho.htm
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/London-Map-Depicting-Gracechurch-Street

