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A memorial to all who died in the September 11 tragedy is now part of the site where the Twin Towers once
stood.  In this image we see the Memorial Museum and the North Pond.  Photo by Aspensti; online via
Wikimedia Commons.  License: CC BY-SA 3.0
Letters From a Broken Apple, an illustrated story about New York on September 11, helps all of us remember
our own thoughts and responses to the tragic events of that day:

At the beginning of such a tragedy, no one really knows what to write.

Maybe we start with the sirens.

Or maybe we start with the rescuers.

The only planes in the air are military - the F16s.

What has happened? It is beyond belief.

Friends and family frantically call each other: "Are you okay?"

Two friends have not checked in. Are they okay?

America shakes in her "collective skin."

Heroes steer people clear of collapsing walls and throat-clogging ash.

In fact, heroes are the first thing we notice.

What Americans take from the tragedy, among other things, is this:
"We the People" will be "okay" because the people stand together. 

Because terrorists will never destroy America's national spirit.  
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And because ... as President Obama noted years later in his speech entitled "A New Beginning" ... America
will reach out, to find common ground with the Muslim world, even as she will also "relentlessly confront violent
extremists who pose a grave threat to our security."

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/SEPTEMBER-11-REMEMBERED-America-Attacked-9-11
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/SEPTEMBER-11-REMEMBERED-America-Attacked-9-11

Media Stream

September 11 - F16s
F16s, photo online courtesy U.S. Air Force.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/September-11-F16s

Barack Obama in Egypt - June 4, 2009
Barack Obama at Cairo University, 4 June 2009.  Photo online, courtesy the White
House.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Barack-Obama-in-Egypt-June-4-2009
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Barack Obama in Cairo - A New Beginning
Video online, courtesy the White House.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Barack-Obama-in-Cairo-A-New-Beginning
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