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Germany began its air raid over Warsaw on Sunday, the 24th of September, 1939. In this image we see some of
those German Heinkel He 111 airplanes bombing Warsaw. Image online via Wikimedia Commons.
How was it that Poland’s neighbor, the Soviet Union, did not help the Poles resist Hitler’s invasion? Because
Joseph Stalin (the Soviet leader) and Adolf Hitler (the German leader) had reached an understanding: Stalin
would do nothing if the Nazis attacked Poland.
President Franklin Roosevelt was informed at the start of the German invasion. He made a few bedside notes at
3:05 a.m. on the morning of September 1, 1939.
There was nothing that FDR could do, however. The United States was not-yet involved in World War II.
Less than a month after the city was surrounded, Warsaw surrendered on September 28, 1939. Soon German
troops were parading through the city. It would be more than five years before they left.
In the meantime, Hitler was not content to merely occupy Poland. By the following year, Warsaw was a divided
city as all Jews were ordered into a part of town soon known as the “Jewish Quarter.”
It is better known today as the Warsaw Ghetto.
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German Invasion Ruins
Image online, courtesy Polish State Archives.
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German Troops in Warsaw
Image online, courtesy U.S. National Archives.
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Germany Invades Poland, Part 1
1943 War Department Film Bulletin No 48, Part 1. Produced by the Signal Corps
Photographic Center.
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Germany Invades Poland, Part 2
1943 War Department Film Bulletin No 48, Part 2.  Produced by the Signal Corps
Photographic Center.
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Germany Invades Poland, Part 3
1943 War Department Film Bulletin No 48, Part 1. Produced by the Signal Corps
Photographic Center.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Germany-Invades-Poland-Part-3

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/df90d8084c.jpg
http://www.archiwa.gov.pl/en/state-archives/384-tasks-of-polish-archives.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/German-Invasion-Ruins
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/64cd25cc7c.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/German-Troops-in-Warsaw
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Germany-Invades-Poland-Part-1
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Germany-Invades-Poland-Part-2
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Germany-Invades-Poland-Part-3

