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Mary, Queen of Scots, was born at Linlithgow Palace in a county of Scotland formerly known as West Lothian.
This image depicts the castle ruins as seen looking across Linlithgow Loch. Photo by Derek Harper; online via
Wikimedia Commons. License: CC BY-SA 2.0
Extremely intelligent, Elizabeth knew that her country was going through troubled times even before she
became Queen. Diﬀerences in faith (Protestant versus Catholic) divided her subjects from within, while foreign
powers threatened from without.
Her advisors, of course, were all men. Thinking her weak, they clamored to have their voices heard and their
will done. Although inexperienced, Elizabeth would not be bullied - even when she nearly died of smallpox (in
1562).
Then there was the question of marriage. Of her many suitors, the one which matters to this story was her
brother-in-law, Philip II of Spain. He liked being King of England, but the only way he could reclaim that title was
to marry Elizabeth.
She was not interested - in Philip, or anyone else. Had she married an Englishman, other nobles would have
been jealous. Had she married a foreigner, whoever it was would have taken charge of Britain.
Telling her people that she was married to her country, the Queen rejected every suitor, even those in whom
she had shown considerable interest. As time passed, people realized that Elizabeth would not be succeeded by
her own child.
Who, then, would succeed the last of the Tudors? Elizabeth's closest heir was her Catholic cousin: Mary, Queen
of Scots, granddaughter of Henry VIII's elder sister Margaret. But Mary, an attractive woman, had her own
troubles. Not least of these was a series of husbands who had either died or were untrustworthy.

Beset with problems, Mary sought help from her cousin. Without ﬁrst seeking the advice of her closest
counselors, the twenty-six-year-old crossed the border between England and Scotland. It was the worst thing
she could have done. Her many enemies included some of Elizabeth's closest advisors.
Elizabeth's privy council had justiﬁable concerns. Although she was the daughter of Henry VIII, many people including most Catholics - believed Elizabeth was not the rightful heir to the throne. As the daughter of the
discredited, beheaded Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth was thought to be illegitimate.
To strengthen her own claim to Britain's throne, Mary had previously married her cousin, Lord Darnley (Henry
Stuart), himself an heir. That strategic alliance, however, carried a high price. Their marriage was extremely
unhappy, although the couple had a son - James.
After the death of his father, and the forced abdication of his mother, the child became King of Scotland soon
after his ﬁrst birthday. While he was still young, Scotland was ruled by regents.
When she arrived in England, Mary asked to see her cousin, the queen. For another nineteen years Mary asked
for an audience with Elizabeth. She never got one. Instead, she was conﬁned in one English castle or another,
never free to leave. Eﬀectively imprisoned without charges, and without a trial, Mary ceased to live the life of a
ruler.
And then, one day, she started to exchange letters with Antony Babington, a former page and fellow Catholic.
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Mary Stuart - Bad Decisions and a Lost Throne
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