
Trifid Nebula

The Trifid Nebula (also known as M20 and NGC 6514) is a favorite of amateur astronomers. Its name means
"divided into three lobes."  It was investigated in 1997 by Hubble, the orbiting space telescope, and its
operating astronomers.
The Hubble Space Telescope took this stunning image of the Trifid Nebula (M20) - click on it to appreciate its
true beauty - which NASA describes as “Starbirth in the Trifid Nebula .”

NASA tells us more about this image (which seems to sparkle once you’ve enlarge it):
Tremendous pillars of gas and dust are being boiled away in the Trifid Nebula.

In the center of the picturesque Trifid lies a young hot star, located above and to the right of this
picture. As soon as it was born, the massive star scorched its surroundings with bright and
energetic light.

Nearby stars trying to form ended up starved for gas as it was swept away from them by the bright
star's light and wind. Lower mass stars should continue to form in the Trifid Nebula, as over 1500
times the mass of our Sun still exists in uncondensed gas.

Also known as M20, the Trifid Nebula is about 9000 light years away and easily visible with a small
telescope in the constellation of Sagittarius.

Click on the image for a better view.
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See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Trifid-Nebula
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Trifid-Nebula
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