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This image, entitled “Shooting Vandals at Work on the Dead Bodies in Galveston after the Disaster,” is from The
Complete Story of the Galveston Horror, Written by the Survivors, edited by John Coulter and published, in
1900, by E. E. Sprague. It appears at page 236 of the book which is online, via Project Gutenberg. Click on the
image for a better view.
Thanks to the generosity of the Henry Rosenberg family, Galveston has a fantastic Library. Thanks to the
Rosenberg Library staﬀ, the memory of the people who endured the disaster is kept alive.
Through a Night of Horrors, a book edited by two Rosenberg Library specialists, is not for the faint of heart.
From it we hear "Voices From the 1900 Galveston Storm." What those voices have to say is both gut-wrenching
and heart-breaking:
It was determined to load the dead on barges, tow them to sea and cast them into the deep. Ben C.
Stuart

If you were caught stooping [looting], you might be shot. There was one man that when they took
him he had his pockets full of ears and fingers. He didn't take time to take the earrings out of ears,
he just cut a piece off. Of course by that time the fingers would be swollen. He just cut the fingers
off and stuffed then in his pocket. He would have been shot, but his wife was pregnant and she
begged for him. So they didn't shoot him. Ellen Edwards Nilson
The story of Galveston's tragedy can never be written. Galveston! the beautiful Island city is
hardly recognizable today. Ida Smith Austin
I had been conscripted to help bury or burn the dead. It was too gruesome to describe.

Harry I.

Maxson

It's a sight I hope I shall never see again. Destruction and desolation; wreckage strewn
everywhere, chaos, and that voice still ringing in my ears: "Save me, save me!" Arnold R. Wolfram
The sea ran as high in the streets of the town as it did in the Gulf. The wind blew from 120 to 130
miles an hour. There were two thousand in the hotel that night, if it had gone you can guess the
rest. One hour more of that wind would have killed every person on the Island. Walker W. Davis
The people of Galveston are making a brave and gallant fight for life.
...all he found left at the site of their house was a hatchet!

Winifred Black

Henry Cortes

All the survivors of Galveston's great storm were left with memories so horrible they could never forget the
night of September 8th.

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/MEMORY-OF-THE-DISASTER-Galveston-and-the-GreatStorm-of-1900
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/MEMORY-OF-THE-DISASTER-Galveston-and-the-Great-S
torm-of-1900

Media Stream

Through a Night of Horrors
Image online, courtesy the amazon.com website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Through-a-Night-of-Horrors

MEMORY OF THE DISASTER
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/MEMORY-OF-THE-DISASTER

Isaac's Storm - Deadliest Disaster in U.S. History
Great Disasters - Galveston Hurricane of 1900: Isaac's Storm (previously broadcast on the
History Channel) is based on the book, Isaac's Storm, by Erik Larson. It includes historical
footage, recreations and interviews (with Larson and descendants of survivors). Copyright,
History Channel, all rights reserved. The clip is provided here as fair use for educational
purposes and to acquaint new viewers with the documentary.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Isaac-s-Storm-Deadliest-Disaster-in-U.S.-History

