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This recreated image depicts KLM 4805 striking Pan Am 1736 while it is taxiing into position on Tenerife's
Runway 30. Recreated computer-generated scene by NOVA, shown in its documentary "The Deadliest Plane
Crash." Copyright NOVA, all rights reserved. Image provided here as fair use for educational purposes.

Crew members on board Pan American Flight 1736 flight deck were alarmed.
Pan Am Capt: Let’s get the h...out of here.

Pan Am First Officer: Yeh, he’s anxious, isn’t he.

Pan Am Flight Engineer: Yeh, after he held us up for an hour and a half...now he’s in a rush.

The words were barely out of the flight engineer’s mouth when Captain Grubbs saw a terrifying sight. Landing
lights from another plane were coming straight at them.

Pan Am Capt: There he is...look at him...that...that son-of-a-b...is coming.
Pan Am First Officer: Get off! Get off! Get off!

Taking immediate evasive action, Captain Grubbs turned left and opened his throttles. Still not seeing the Pan
Am 747, the KLM crew approached the point of no return as the jumbo jet accelerated toward disaster. Four
seconds after First Officer Meurs called out "Vee one," (the go/no-go decision speed) the KLM crew realized
what was about to happen.

Trying hard to avoid a disastrous collision, Captain van Zanten managed to get completely airborne as he
neared exit C-4. He didn’t get high enough (the link depicts the plane’s approximate altitude at the point of
impact) to avoid slamming into the starboard side of the turning Pan Am jet.

On impact, the upstairs lounge of the Pan Am jet disappeared. So did most of the top of the fuselage. (The link
refers to aircraft registrations: KLM 4805 was PH-BUF [this is the actual plane in happier times] and Pan Am
1736 was N736PA.)
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Distance at Which Pan Am Crew First Sees KLM 4805

Drawing by Matthew Tesch, from Air Disaster (Volume 1) by Macarthur Job and Matthew Tesch.
Fair Use.
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Attempt to Avoid a Disastrous Collision

License: Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this document under the terms
of the GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free
Software Foundation with no Invariant Sections, no Front-Cover Texts, and no Back-Cover Texts.
Recreation by Anynobody. Image, courtesy Wikimedia.
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Approximate Altitude of KLM 4805 at Point of Impact

Photo, courtesy Project Tenerife, a Dutch-language web site.
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Tenerife - KLM 4805 Collides with Pan Am 1736

Recreation image, courtesy J. van der Meer and M. Keller, Boeing 747 (a Dutch-language web
site).
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Relative Positions of Burnt-out Wreckage
This drawing, from Air Disaster (Volume 1) by Macarthur Job and Matthew Tesch (page 177),

depicts the wreckage sites.
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Tenerife Crash - FAA Animation

FAA animation, online courtesy FAA.
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Aviation - Survivors of Tenerife

Clip from the "Mayday" television series, by Cineflix Productions. Copyright, Cineflix Productions,
all rights reserved. Clip provided here as fair use for educational purposes and to acquaint new
viewers with the production.
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