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0. ART and the EASTER STORY - Story Preface

1. ROMAN RULE IN ISRAEL

2. CRUCIFIXION AS ROMAN PUNISHMENT

3. ARAMAIC LANGUAGE

4. DEATH of LAZARUS

5. A TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

6. PREDICTING DEATH

7. THE LAST SUPPER

8. THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE

9. THE ARREST

10. THE FIRST TRIAL

11. THE SECOND TRIAL: BEFORE PILATE

12. JESUS BEFORE HEROD

13. THE DEATH SENTENCE

14. THE CROSS

15. THE PLACE OF THE SKULL

16. DEATH BY CRUCIFIXION

17. THE TOMB

18. AN EMPTY TOMB

19. JESUS APPEARS to OTHERS

20. ART and the EASTER STORY

As far as scholars know, the first depiction of the death of Jesus - in illuminated manuscript form - is found in
the Syriac Rabbula Gospels, from 586 CE. Image online via Wikimedia Commons. Click on the image for a full-
page view.
During the centuries since Jesus lived, people have tried to comprehend the Easter story. Some of the world’s
greatest painters have created fine art depicting the passion of Christ as though it happened in their own time
and within their own culture.
From the medieval dress of bystanders to landscapes that were clearly not part of actual events, people have
adapted the meaning of Easter to their own understanding.
And so it continues today.

NOTE: Where possible, we have tried to “take you” to the actual places which were part of the story of The
Passion of the Christ. For depictions of the events, we reference art from Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque
periods.

The Romans killed hundreds of thousands of Jews during their domination of Judea. For more information on
those events, see The Jewish War by Flavius Josephus.

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/ART-and-the-EASTER-STORY-Passion-of-the-Christ
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:

http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/8f48c8d024798f3a0a238c4291847f7b.jpg
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-r004.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/medieval-dress
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/calvary-
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Aabo%3Atlg%2C0526%2C004&query=init.
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/josephus-the-essential-works-by-paul-l-maier
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/josephus/
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/ART-and-the-EASTER-STORY-Passion-of-the-Christ


http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/ART-and-the-EASTER-STORY-Passion-of-the-Christ
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Procession to Calvary - Bruegel
Image online, courtesy Web Gallery of Art.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Procession-to-Calvary-Bruegel-

Josephus: The Essential Works - by Paul L. Maier
Book-cover image online, courtesy Amazon.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Josephus-The-Essential-Works-by-Paul-L.-Maier
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