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0. Celia, A Slave - Story Preface
1. WHO WAS CELIA?

2. THE MURDER and the COVER-UP
3. TRIAL of CELIA, A SLAVE

4. THE VERDICT AGAINST CELIA

5. CELIA IS EXECUTED

Typical slave cabin, c. 1830, in Missouri. This is known as the "John Condron slave cabin." Image online,
courtesy Library of Congress (American Memory).

They arrived in a land
still untamed,
an unbroken wilderness
filled with opportunity
and danger.

(Celia, A Slave, page 4)

The state of Missouri had a law against rape in 1850. It prohibited anyone from taking "any woman unlawfully
against her will and by force, menace or duress, compel her to be defiled."

Missouri had another law, in the 1850s, allowing a woman to use deadly force to protect herself from rape.
Even homicide was justified

...when committed by any person ... resisting any attempt to ... commit any felony upon him or her.

A court of law would not apply those laws to a slave named Celia.
This is her story.

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Celia-A-Slave

See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Celia-A-Slave
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Celia, A Slave by Melton A. McLaurin

Image of book cover, online courtesy Amazon.

Sections of Celia, A Slave, available online at Google Books.

View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Celia-A-Slave-by-Melton-A.-McLaurin
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