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1. OSWIECIM: A POLISH TOWN

2. A NAZI DEATH CAMP

3. UNEXPECTED PROOF?

4. EVIDENCE OF EXTERMINATION?

5. WHEN DID THE ALLIES KNOW?

This image depicts a scene from the prisoner barracks at the Nazi concentration camp known as Auschwitz 1 as
they appeared on September 26, 2006. Photo by BookofBlue; license CC BY-SA 3.0

CAUTION: The links in this chapter are graphic drawings, videos or pictures of war.
Is there any primary evidence available that documents what actually happened at Auschwitz and Auschwitz II
(also called Birkenau)? Links in the following bullet points provide a partial answer to that question.

Original blueprints for a crematorium at Auschwitz still exist and can be found at the Auschwitz museum.
Crematorium I was used from August 15, 1940 to July, 1943 when it was replaced by additional places of death
and incineration.

By the summer of 1943, the five crematoria could process 4,756 “personen” a day.

Sometimes the operating crematoria were insufficient to accommodate the massive numbers of people killed
at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When that happened, bodies were burned in pits.

The plan of the gas chamber of “Krema II” is worthy of special note. The air extraction system (which
Holocaust deniers claim did not exist) is clearly shown. "Entluftungskanal" means air extraction duct, and
"Beluftung" means ventilation.

In 1944, the Nazi war machine was producing materiel at the I.G. Farben plant located in Dwory. Close to the
Auschwitz concentration camp, the plant was a potential target for allied bombing. But before air raids could
commence, aerial reconnaissance photographs were needed.

The CIA, reviewing those photos with the help of sophisticated equipment in 1979, made startling discoveries.
What they found - an operating death camp - provides evidence that the CIA Report calls “unique in the world.”

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/A-NAZI-DEATH-CAMP-Auschwitz-Place-of-Horrors
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/A-NAZI-DEATH-CAMP-Auschwitz-Place-of-Horrors

Media Stream

Auschwitz II Camp - Ruins
Image of the ruins at Auschwitz II-Birkenau, online courtesy Polish Archives at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau State Museum - Archiwum Państwowego Muzeum Auschwitz-Birkenau.
PD
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Auschwitz-II-Camp-Ruins
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Crematorium - Blueprint from Auschwitz
Image online, courtesy Polish Archives at the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum - Archiwum
Państwowego Muzeum Auschwitz-Birkenau.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Crematorium-Blueprint-from-Auschwitz

Crematorium I - Auschwitz
Photo by Zbigniew Klawender (around 1946).  Online, courtesy Auschwitz-Birkenau State
Museum Archives. 
PD
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Crematorium-I-Auschwitz

Crematorium II - Auschwitz-Birkenau
Image online, courtesy Polish Archives at the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Crematorium-II-Auschwitz-Birkenau

Crematorium IV - Auschwitz-Birkenau
Image online, courtesy Polish Archives at the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Crematorium-IV-Auschwitz-Birkenau

Auschwitz-Birkenau - Burning Bodies in Pits
Image online, courtesy Polish Archives at the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Auschwitz-Birkenau-Burning-Bodies-in-Pits

Auschwitz Crematorium Plan - Air Extraction System
Image online, courtesy Polish Archives at the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Auschwitz-Crematorium-Plan-Air-Extraction-System
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Auschwitz-Birkenau - I.G. Farben Plant
Photograph, taken in 1945, online courtesy Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum Archives.
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Auschwitz-Birkenau-I.G.-Farben-Plant

Holocaust Revisited: CIA Report
Image online, courtesy CIA via the U.S. National Archives.
PD
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Holocaust-Revisited-CIA-Report

A NAZI DEATH CAMP
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/A-NAZI-DEATH-CAMP

Final Solution - Corruption at Auschwitz
Auschwitz:  The Nazis and the Final Solution - Corruption.  From the BBC.  Copyright, BBC, all
rights reserved.  Clip provided here as fair use for educational purposes and to acquaint new
viewers with the program.
Narrator:  Samuel West

Director:  Martina Balazova

Director:  Detlef Siebert

Director:  Dominic Sutherland

Producer:  Laurence Rees
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Final-Solution-Corruption-at-Auschwitz
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Auschwitz Album at Yad Vashem
Yad Vashem clip online, courtesy Yad Vashem's channel at YouTube.
Quoted passage, from Yad Vashem's web site on the Auschwitz Album.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Auschwitz-Album-at-Yad-Vashem
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