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Choices were few in the Puritans' world. Massachusetts Bay Colony, in the 17th century, was not a bastion of
freedo.rg %nd equality. Women were barely second-class citizens. As this picture shows, even their dress was
proscribed.

Although the Puritans had fled England in search of religious freedom, conformity was the only accepted way of
life in Boston on the day Mary Dyer died. Tolerance of other religious view points was non-existent. Puritan
leaders were unwilling to grant others what they had achieved for themselves.

To understand why Mary Dyer was the first woman executed in America (for practicing her personal religious
beliefs), we need to look closer at Puritan society. On what authority did the leaders hang this woman? Didn't
the law protect rights of people in the Colony?

The General Laws and Liberties of the Massachusetts Colony were extremely restrictive. The long list of
"crimes" for which citizens could be put to death is stunning, even for the 17th century.

Puritan leaders who did not conform were also subject to banishment from the Colony. Roger Williams, a
Puritan leader from Salem, did not approve of the way the early Americans took land from the Indians. He most
especially disagreed with the rampant religious intolerance.

See AI|gnments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:

on-Common

See Learmng Tasks for th|s story online at:

n-Common

Media Stream

NEW FRANCE g

"~ RHODE ISLAND
~ CONNECTICUT

= NEW HAVEN

Massachusetts Bay Colony
Image online, courtesy spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Massachusetts-Bay-Colony

B e
Amiao NEW NETHERLAND

\ o (5 NewswEDEN
(Wisgtan)

MARYLAND
e

VIRGINIA  BLminve 7\‘

~ ¥
Jamestuom &



http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/massachusetts-bay-colony
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/dress-in-the-massachusetts-bay-colony
http://www.awesomestories.com/religion/the-puritans/who-were-the-puritans
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/mary-dyer-died
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/laws-and-liberties-of-the-massachusetts-bay-colony
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/crimes-of-the-massachusetts-bay-colony
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/roger-williams
http://www.awesomestories.com/assets/map-depicting-salem
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/LIFE-IN-PURITAN-MASSACHUSETTS-Execution-at-Boston-Common
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/LIFE-IN-PURITAN-MASSACHUSETTS-Execution-at-Boston-Common
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/LIFE-IN-PURITAN-MASSACHUSETTS-Execution-at-Boston-Common
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/LIFE-IN-PURITAN-MASSACHUSETTS-Execution-at-Boston-Common
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/fca1fdbf12.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Massachusetts-Bay-Colony

Dress in the Massachusetts Bay Colony

Image online, courtesy U.S. National Archives.

View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Dress-in-the-Massachusetts-Bay-Colony

Mary Dyer

Image online, courtesy Library of Congress.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Mary-Dyer

CAPITAL LAWS

i piracciraitn Laws and Liberties of the Massachusetts Bay Colon

T e N B A Image online, courtesy U.S. Library of Congress.
SRR View this asset at:
T R http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Laws-and-Liberties-of-the-Massachusetts-Bay-Colony

ke igrsutt s i | et e
R ot s e B ot ok
MUY I

s e
piagel Sy MIATEE sy e
e ey e

. If ary. rhamster skt inbin A KCTR o EKU

o e st scv

17 s peyn (1) a7 sl hesgh gk s by B

s e T o ke 200
.

A W Wl LY E i ny HEAT.
1 M il Ty bl o e o i, s
ST S o

IF ADULTERY @ik 4 Vol o o080
She Aderer end sbe Akl el e poi tn 5
P

= 1T e W v
oy e A TEARETI A SR e i, o o i

.3t M by FALSTAVATNESSE sisoghy sal ol waas
F ey vy 3 T L, e i b e

tan CONSPIRE wel ATTE
MECTION nr pablel B EHEL
Hltrroar i i

Crimes of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
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