A PRESIDENTIAL FUNERAL

0. A PRESIDENTIAL FUNERAL - Story Preface
1. A POPULAR PRESIDENT
2. A SHOOTING IN BUFFALO
3. TOO LATE
4. IF ONLY...
5. IT IS OVER
6. A PRESIDENTIAL FUNERAL
7. TRIAL AND EXECUTION

Bad weather, including rain, did not prevent thousands of people from paying their respects to President
McKinley as his body arrived in Washington, D.C. from Buﬀalo, New York. This image depicts a scene in the
nation’s capital on September 17, 1901. The photo, by an undetermined photographer (perhaps N. Lazarnick),
appeared in the 21 October 1901 issue of Harper’s Weekly (at page 968). Image online via the Library of
Congress. Click on it for a better view.
President McKinley's oﬃcial cause of death was "the gangrene which aﬀected the stomach around the bullet
wounds as well as the tissues around the further course of the bullet."
James Creelman, a "yellow journalist" who was outside the Milburn House where McKinley lay for eight days,
wrote a ﬁrst-hand account of the President's last days. Rarely has a tough-minded journalist written so
movingly about an American head of state.
The President's body was initially taken by funeral cortege to the Buﬀalo City Hall. It was then transported by
train - ﬁrst to Washington, D.C. and then to Canton, Ohio where the President and Mrs. McKinley had lived.
Thomas Edison's company once again recorded the events by moving ﬁlm. The new President, Theodore
Roosevelt, was on the scene as the dead President's coﬃn was removed from the train in Canton. TR followed
the coﬃn to McKinley's home.
A huge crowd of people, anxious to view his body, gathered at the President's house. The description of
Edison's movie (which the company sold for $12) is interesting:
Here we present probably the most interesting and valuable of the McKinley funeral series. Our
camera is located opposite the McKinley home on Market street, Canton, at 9 A.M. on the day of
the funeral, September 19th, 1901.
As the camera revolves, immense crowds of people who are slowly passing the house come into
view. The soldiers of the National Guard of the State of Ohio are everywhere visible. In the center
of the film we present an absolutely perfect view of the McKinley home and at the front door can
be seen a soldier and a sailor on guard.
The camera continues revolving until the McKinley house passes out of view and the strip ends
with the camera looking down Market Street toward the Court House.
As numerous carriages headed to the cemetery in Canton, the person closest to McKinley was not present. Ida
attended neither the funeral nor the cemetery services.

With the President laid to rest, the country's attention turned to the prosecution of his murderer.
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nation
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nation
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