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Hammurabi lived in the area of the world known as the "Fertile Crescent." This map, by Nafsadh, depicts its
extent from Mesopotamia into Egypt, Image online, via Wikimedia Commons. License: CC BY-SA 3.0

Hammurabi was an Amorite - a member of a Semitic group of people who settled in Mesopotamia in about 2000
BC. Today, we refer to their part of the world as the "Fertile Crescent." It is the area between the Tigris and
Euphrates as those rivers flow out of the Persian Gulf.

Because the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers provide such fertile farmland, people have always wanted to live
there. Ur, the city of Abraham and the capital of Sumer in the southern region of Mesopotamia, was thriving by
the year 2000 BC.

About 200,000 people lived in Ur at that time. Archeological digs give us some evidence what people in Sumer
looked like. Here, from the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago, is a Sumerian gentleman.

Babylon, which is about 55 miles south of today's Baghdad, was an even larger city by 1750 BC. When
Hammurabi became ruler of Babylon (about the time Abraham left Ur for his journey to Canaan), the people of
the Fertile Crescent were not unified under a single government. The Tigris-Euphrates cities independently
governed themselves.

Hammurabi systematically unified the entire region to create an empire. Today we call the territory ruled by
Hammurabi "The Old Babylonian Empire." But what was life like in Babylon? What language did the people
speak? What religion did they practice?

Let's take a look at the evidence they left behind.
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Hammurabi Sculpture
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PD
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Hammurabi-Sculpture

bi, King of Babylon

Fram u s slab in fhe Brich Museim

Map of the Fertile Crescent
Image online, courtesy nafsadh, Wikimedia Commons. License: CC BY-SA 3.0.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Map-of-the-Fertile-Crescent

Map Depicting the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

Image online courtesy, israel-a-history-of.com website.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Map-Depicting-the-Tigris-and-Euphrates-Rivers

"Royal Standard of Ur" - Mosaic With Sumer Images

Image online, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.

View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/-Royal-Standard-of-Ur-Mosaic-With-Sumer-Images



http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/2407d478e8.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Hammurabi-Sculpture
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/0a8ad714bc.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Map-of-the-Fertile-Crescent
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/e88347dfbe.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Map-Depicting-the-Tigris-and-Euphrates-Rivers
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/b368b3fda5.jpg
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/-Royal-Standard-of-Ur-Mosaic-With-Sumer-Images

Sumerian Gentleman
Image online, courtesy Oriental Institute, at the University of Chicago.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Sumerian-Gentleman

View of Ancient Babylon
Image online courtesy, East Tennessee State University website.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/View-of-Ancient-Babylon

Reconstruction of the Ancient City of Babylon
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