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1. ZAMPERINI and the 1936 OLYMPICS

2. LOUIE GOES TO WAR

3. ZAMP and HIS SUPER MAN B-24

4. B-24s IN COMBAT

5. SUPER MAN ATTACKS - FUNAFUTI and NAURU

6. A GREEN HORNET and GREY SHARKS

7. KWAJALEIN - EXECUTION ISLAND

8. PRISON CAMPS - OFUNA and OMORI

9. NAOETSU and CAMP B-4

10. THE BIRD - THEN AND LATER

11. WHEN LOUIE MET BILLY

12. FORGIVENESS

Louie Zamperini examines his wounded B-24, Super Man, after it was shot-up in the skies over Nauru.  Because
he and his crewmates were no-longer able to fly Super Man, Zamp was on board Green Hornet (another B-24)
when it crashed on May 27, 1943.  That event led to a series of catastrophic consequences which Zamperini
endured for the rest of World War II.  Image, courtesy Louis Zamperini.

If you will save me ...
Louis Zamperini

Castaway, South Pacific
Summer, 1943 

On a raft, in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, three men were dead to the rest of the world.  Other than sharks,
no one was looking for them.

Mothers believed their boys were alive, but perhaps that was just wishful thinking.  This time, motherly instincts
were at odds with a likely outcome.

Without food and water, traumatized and emaciated, the three airmen (and their plane) had crashed in the
ocean, about 800 miles south of the Hawaiian Islands.  If they ever reached land, it would likely be enemy-held.

One of the drifters was an Olympic athlete.  Most people thought he'd be the first person to run a four-minute
mile.  Instead, Louis Zamperini and his long legs were bound for an early end-of-life.
Not a man of faith, Zamp started to pray.  He had nowhere else to seek help.
RADIO BROADCAST:  Denny Smith, from WIBC ("Indy's News Center," at 93.1 FM, in Indianapolis), interviews
Carole Bos (on July 18, 2011) about her story behind the novel Unbroken - "Louis Zamperini Story" at
AwesomeStories.
EDITOR'S NOTE:  Learn how Laura Hillenbrand developed Unbroken, her bestselling book about Louis
Zamperini (now a major motion picture directed by Angelina Jolie).
VISUAL VOCABULARY BUILDER: Learn ten concept words used in this story. 

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Unbroken-Louis-Zamperini-Story
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Unbroken-Louis-Zamperini-Story
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Questions 2 Ponder

Does Hope Keep Us Going?
After crashing in the Pacific Ocean, about 800 miles south of the Hawaiian Islands, Louis Zamperini and two
crew mates float on a life raft. The rest of the crew had died in the crash.

With little food and water, the men do their best to stay alive day after day after day. Most people believe they
are dead.

Despite the odds against them, the men hope they will be rescued. Does hope keep us going, even during
desperate times? Explain your answer.
We can express hope in a different way: "There's light at the end of the tunnel!" What does that phrase mean
to you?

Media Stream

Louis Zamperini
Image online, courtesy City of Torrance.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Louis-Zamperini
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