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Allied paratroopers, about ready to leave England, get final instructions before their departure. Image
number RG-208-MO-10H, National Archives.
Years before Eisenhower gave the "Let's go" order, Allied commanders had secretly worked to plot every battle-
plan detail.
While British and American generals thought through specifics, Air force personnel practiced bombing runs. As
Churchill and Roosevelt fretted over the progress of the war, men trained for the invasion in England.
Training for D-Day was sometimes hard to justify when troops were desperately needed elsewhere. How could
one afford to pull men from the Mediterranean, for example, to practice for a beach assault in England? Even
so, nearly all U.S. troops involved in the Overlord assault were trained for the mission - using live ammo - in
Woolacombe, England.
Enemy artillery and land mines along the French coast would be deadly, but Allied planners were sure that "V
Bombs" (German pilotless aircraft launched from the Pas-de-Calais area into southern Britain, including London)
would not be a factor during the invasion.
Anti-landing obstacles on the beaches, however, were something else. They (plus devices such as the "Belgian
Gate") were intended to ensnare assault troops who, like prey in a spider's web, could be pounced on and
easily killed.
With their training complete, Allied personnel from all branches of military service (like these paratroopers
marching to the airfield on June 5th) awaited orders to ship out of southern England.
Details of where the invasion would actually take place were kept secret until the last possible moment.
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Questions 2 Ponder

What Meanings Can We Ascribe to the Command “Let’s Go?”
When the men in the room were later asked what the General said, as he made clear his decision that June 6th
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would be D-Day, few men had the same answer.

Their recollections ranged from:  “We will sail tomorrow;” to “OK, boys. We will go;” to “OK, let’er rip;” to “OK,
we’ll go.”

Whatever his exact words, Eisenhower’s order to begin the cross-channel attack on June 6th had a profound
impact on millions of people.

Do you think it’s important to know General Eisenhower’s exact words when he told his commander that the
invasion was a “go?”  Why, or why not?

Historians have spent a great deal of time trying to determine Eisenhower’s specific words. Do you think that is
a good or a bad use of time? Explain your answer.

If you had been the one to pick Eisenhower’s words, to start the invasion, what would those words have been?
How Do We Keep a Massive Plan Secret?
When the Allies were planning the Normandy invasion, mission commanders had to keep more than a million
men from learning the location. At the time, and later, people speculated that the information was the best-
kept secret on the planet.

With so many moving parts—such as ships, planes, men—involved in the Normandy Invasion, how would it be
possible to keep the exact location of the landings a secret?

Why was it so important that the landing-locations were kept secret?

If the landing-locations had not been kept secret, what impact may that have had on the war itself?
Do you think that keeping the D-Day secret would be possible today? Why, or why not?
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