udge Isaac C. Parker - Reputation

stories

In 1892, a vacancy occurred on the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia (known today as the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia). Judge Isaac C. Parker, the hard-working jurist from the Western District of
Arkansas, was one of the judges recommended for the job.

Judge Parker had a very good reputation, even though he administered justice in a very wild part of the country
(and even though he was sometimes called "The Hanging Judge").

In no small part, his reputation was enhanced by the work of U.S. Deputy Marshals like Bass Reeves.

This image depicts a letter of support sent to America’s President—Benjamin Harrison, at the

time—recommending Judge Parker. Among other things, the letter—from a New York lawyer named Jefferson

ghgndler and dated September 20, 1892—speaks volumes for the work which the Judge and his marshals were
oing:

Judge Parker’s splendid honesty intelligence and impartiality renewed respect for the court,
restored order throughout the territory over which he presided and secured for himself the
confidence of the people affected by his judicial action.

Hereafter is the second page of the recommendation letter.
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duous, requiring sessions of his court for long periods of time to
gxtend far into the night in order that the misiness of the govern=
ment might be economically and expeditiously transacted, If there
be a mad{diserving kind consideration from the administration for
gervices well done, it is Judpe Parker.

Mr, Parker is a Northern man, borm and raised in Ohio.

It would be agreeable to him to live in the Distriet of Columbja, if
eircumstances should favor this.

I write this letter without his knowledge. I feel, as
the people generally do, that you desire to be just and generous.
That you are not ummindful of the wvalue of the great servieces ren- 0
dered by a conscientious and efficient offiecer, and that you would
be pleased to contribute to the happiness of one who so eminently
deserves it, I therefore respectiully hope you will consider the

matter herein brought to your notice and aet thereon pgenorously,
_:5 H"-t.n‘.y
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Respectfully,

‘_’)%(M«HLJC”/J\'—?'! m//f/

Dietated.

The President heeded the advice of people who recommended Isaac Parker for the new position. Soon Judge
Parker became one of America's hardest-working jurists.
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