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The History of South Carolina has, at times, been overshadowed by racial divisions. One of the saddest
occurrences happened on the evening of June 17, 2015, at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in
downtown Charleston. This article will ﬁrst trace the history of the rebel ﬂag and then show how this ﬂag was
used by a gunman to kill nine innocent people.
During the Civil War there were several ﬂags that were used by the Confederate Army, but this article will
concentrate on only three. The ﬁrst Confederate Flag had three bars and seven stars in a circle that
represented the states and was known as the "Stars and Bars Flag." This was the ﬂag that was used at the
inauguration of the ﬁrst President of the Confederation in March of 1861. This ﬂag looked similar to the United
States Flag and caused problems during the battles since the ﬂags were hard to tell apart.

As a result the ﬂag was changed and a second ﬂag took its place. The second ﬂag resembled the surrender
ﬂag when it was ﬂying in battle and as a result needed to be changed again to something that would look
unique to the South.

It is at this time that the Confederate Battle Flag made its debut. This is the ﬂag that is known as the rebel ﬂag
or battle ﬂag. It was ﬁrst carried into battle in Virginia around 1863. And ... this is the ﬂag that has been very
controversial since the ending of the civil war.

This is the ﬂag that has symbolized racial inequality for many and state's rights for others.
The ﬂag was ﬁrst ﬂown over the dome of the Capitol in Columbia, South Carolina in 1961 to remember the start
of the Civil War. Fifty-four years later it was moved to the State House grounds. During this time period there
were many protests to remove the ﬂag and place it in a museum for the Civil War.
That was the way things stood until:
Dylann Roof gunned down and killed nine worshipers during a prayer service. Within a day,
photos emerged of him holding Confederate or rebel flag.¹
Some of the writings of Dylan Reed had focused on his hatred for the African-American community and why he
walked into the church service and worshiped with the believers before opening ﬁre on the people.
That was the catalyst of removing, for good, the Confederate ﬂag from the state grounds.
Before the ﬂag was removed, and while the debate was ongoing in the South Carolina capital, Bree Newsome
took matters in her own hands and removed the ﬂag. Bree climbed to the top of the ﬂagpole to remove the
ﬂag while James Ian Tyson waited at the bottom of the pole. As a result of their actions of defacing a
monument, both faced criminal charges. Bree was part of an activist group
Governor Nikki Haley signed the legislation to remove the ﬂag with nine pens that would be given to the
families of the nine killed on July 10, 2015 The faith, of the families of the victims, was clearly seen in the way
that they handled the tragedy which had fallen on them.
They oﬀered forgiveness to the man who had killed their loved ones.
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