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One spring day in 1935—about two years after America had abolished Prohibition by passing the Twenty-First
Amendment—Victor Lustig made a very bad mistake: He betrayed his girlfriend.
Angered because he’d been seeing another girl, she called the police to let them know where they could find
her straying beau.

That call led to the end of Lustig’s conning days. With the scar he bore on his left check, from a fight over a girl
many years before, the "Count" was fairly easy for the police to identify.
Victor, however, still had at least one more trick up his sleeve—even after the police took him into custody.

Awaiting trial, which was scheduled for the 2nd of September in 1935, the “Count” was held in a third-floor cell
at the Federal Detention Headquarters in New York. Showing officials that the facility was not as “escape-proof”
as they thought, Lustig crafted a departure plan.

On the day before trial—still wearing his prison clothes—Victor used some bedsheets to make a rope. Lowering
himself, to the street below, he pretended to be a window washer. Many people saw him in action but they, too,
must have bought one of his last, best cons.
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This time, however, he did not remain free for long. He was caught, in Pittsburgh, nearly a month after his New-
York escape.
During the trial, Victor realized the evidence against him was overwhelming. He pled guilty to the charges from
which he’d fled—a counterfeiting claim—and was sentenced to a fifteen-year term at Alcatraz. The Judge
imposed an additional five-year sentence for Lustig's New York jail break.

Victor Lustig joined Al Capone as a prisoner at “The Rock.” It was a place from which he could not escape.
The "Count" contracted pneumonia there, so he was transferred to the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners in
Springfield, Missouri. He died, at that medical center, on March 11, 1947.
Tricky Vic's death certificate reportedly notes his real name—Robert V. Miller—and states that he’d worked as
... an "apprentice salesman."
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Federal Prison at Alcatraz Island
The federal prison at Alcatraz Island, near San Francisco, is also known as "The Rock."
Some of America's most-notorious criminals served their time here.
Among those prisoners was "Count Victor Lustig," whose birth name was Robert Miller. 
Tricky Vic died at Alcatraz on March 11, 1947.
Image of Alcatraz, online via Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Federal-Prison-at-Alcatraz-Island

Victor Lustig - Tricky Vic Goes Down
When his girlfriend told New York police where to find Count Victor Lustig, his con-man
days were nearly over. Nearly ... but not quite.
This photo, taken in the spring of 1935, depicts Lustig going through the court process
which would ultimately put one of the 20th-century's most notorious con men behind
bars forever.
Image online via Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Victor-Lustig-Tricky-Vic-Goes-Down

Victor Lustig and His Escape from Detention
A notorious con man, during the first part of the 20th century, Count Victor Lustig had
scammed many people.
In the spring of 1935, however, he was caught by police in New York City.
The story of his arrest was big news, but the story of his escape—from federal
custody—was just as big.
This image depicts a news article about his escape, from New York's Federal Detention
Headquarters, in early September of 1935.
Article about Victory Lustig's arrest, online via Wikimedia Commons.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Victor-Lustig-and-His-Escape-from-Detention
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