
Be a Super Sleuth - Find and Verify Primary Sources

You might think that writing a paper, or collaborating on a project, is a total bore. But if you think that, you’re
looking at it the wrong way!

Seriously.

Hunting-down primary sources can be fun, if you know what you’re doing. It’s like finding the top prize in a
scavenger hunt - or winning “The Amazing Race” - when others had no clue where to look (or where to go).

So ... here are some tips to make sure you know what you’re doing (and that you know where to look).

Let’s pick a tough subject to embark on this adventure. Our goal is to find and verify images supporting a story
about the Eiffel Tower - one of the world’s great monuments - with this significant impediment working against
you. You don’t read or speak French.

Hmm ... where to begin?

One thing we could consider is the expected life span of this massive tower. You might be surprised to learn
that it was never supposed to last more than twenty years, or so, and that a single vote spared its life.

Seriously.

It’s because of that vote we can still visit the Eiffel Tower today. Can you image what Paris would be like
without this familiar landmark?

Maybe you’d like to include Eiffel’s original plans in your story about the tower.

Or how about what the workers had to endure while erecting this massive structure?

Were any of the parts prefabricated in Eiffel’s workshop?



What were the weather conditions like when the tower was built? 

Where do you find  this stuff?

You can search AwesomeStories to determine whether we have a story about the Eiffel Tower. It turns out ... we
do.

The first thing you should do is learn the background of the Tower. Then decide which primary sources you
need to illustrate your  take on the story.

Suppose you want to determine whether the early concept drawings still exist. As it happens, they do - and
they are really interesting. Where are they?

Although a drawing is available at AwesomeStories (where our team has already done the hard sleuthing work),
presume it isn’t there. You’re on your own to track it down. How do YOU find it?

One way is to use your favorite search engine to see what’s available online for “Maurice Koechlin.” He’s the
chap who rendered the tower’s first drawings. You know that because you learned it from “Eiffel Tower - The
Original Idea and Sketch” (at AwesomeStories).

In the search bar, type “Maurice Koechlin+eiffel tower.”

Examine the listings for what appears to be the most-reliable source.

On the first page, we find this: “Origins and Construction of the Eiffel Tower - Tour Eiffel.”

It takes a few seconds to see that this website, written in English, is the official website for touring the Tower.

There are many great drawings at this site. We can even see how the Tower takes form as it begins to rise
above Paris.

However ... nearly all of the drawings are very small. We can't really examine the details.

Suppose you want to see the drawings in a larger format, or to find where they originally appeared. Here’s how
you tackle that sleuthing challenge.

Decide which images you want to study further.

Use the “right click” feature on your mouse, calling up “View Image” (or words to that effect).

http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Eiffel-Tower-The-Original-Idea-and-Sketch
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Eiffel-Tower-The-Original-Idea-and-Sketch


Then “left click” on the image. Its URL will appear in the browser.

Copy that URL. Paste it into the search-engine’s search bar and hit “enter.”

The search will return this statement (or something like it): “For matching images, try search by image.”

Click on “Search by Image.”

Scroll down until you see “Pages that include matching images.”

Reviewing those pages, you find one which says “A Century Exhibited: 1862-1878 - Special collections,”
located at the University of Glasgow. Click on its link.

When you are at the actual page, you will see many images - really wonderful images - including a much-larger
version of the thumbnail you want to use.



Not only have you found the larger image, you have also found where it was published. If you cannot read the
French description, use a resource like “Google Translate” to get a rough idea of the image description.

Since you can tell the image is now out-of-copyright, because it’s from a nineteenth-century work, you are able
to use it for your project. Be sure to give proper attribution.

While viewing the images, featured on this University-of-Glasgow page, you might get other ideas for
illustrating your story. The Eiffel Tower was first introduced at the Paris Exposition, and you will see colorful

http://special.lib.gla.ac.uk/teach/century/designreform.html


drawings for that, too.

Then ... to add a surprise to your story ... you can let your readers know that someone - a con man nicknamed
“Tricky Vic” - actually sold the Eiffel Tower not once, but twice. He collected the funds - for a Tower he didn’t
own - from the first person he duped. He skipped town before the second deal unraveled.
How unexpected is that?

Let’s switch gears now to examine a more common topic which often poses difficulties. How do we track-down
primary-source information (such as the photographer’s name) for pictures?  

Essentially following the same path that we used to find the drawing of Eiffel-Tower workers, we’re going to
find-out who took the picture of President Lyndon Johnson (LBJ) being sworn-in, on Air Force One. This famous
picture was taken after President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas on November 22, 1963.

Use the search term “lbj swearing in picture” to begin the quest. In the search-return list, look for the most-
reliable sources.
We see a reference to the JFK Library and Museum. Not only does it have the picture, the Library has
everything we need to know about  that picture.

The photographer was Cecil Stoughton, then a member of the U.S. Army.

We wonder:  Did Captain Stoughton take more pictures, during LBJ’s swearing-in, beyond this famous photo?
Surely he didn’t take just one?

Digging a little deeper, prodded by our own questions, we find that Stoughton - working on behalf of the federal
government - took 21 photographs during the swearing-in ceremony, although just one was released to the
news media at the time.

If you are producing a project about this topic, you can enrich your work with this information (not to mention
including one or two of these rarely seen pictures). All of it is publicly available at the LBJ Presidential Library.

http://special.lib.gla.ac.uk/teach/century/designreform.html
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Tricky-Vic-Sells-the-Eiffel-Tower...Twice-Tricky-Vic-An-Impossibly-Good-Con-Man
http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/Archives/JFKWHP-ST-1A-6-63.aspx
http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/quick-facts/lyndon-baines-johnson-beyond/taking-oath.html


Before wrapping-up the project, we might want to ask another question - even if it’s rhetorical (for which we
cannot find an actual answer). We can make some of our own assumptions, though, and include those in the
story.

Why did the government release just one photo, of the 21 photos, which Captain Stoughton took of the
swearing-in?

Was it someone’s intent to have a single picture personify the moment?

If so, why was this  photo the standout?

President Kennedy’s death in Dallas was an awful time in American history. Does this image, more than the
other 20, display that reality?

Not a single person has the slightest hint of a smile here. How does that compare with the other photos which
are available for us to see?

It doesn’t matter if you don’t have the actual answers to all of these questions. By raising  them, you are
causing your readers to think more deeply about what happened during the swearing-in. You are encouraging
them to explore more after they have finished reading your work.

If you follow these sleuthing tips, you will not only find great pictures, you will determine the sources for them.
Only when you truly cannot determine who created the work - photo, painting, drawing, illustration - should you
say that the photographer/artist/illustrator is “unknown.”

Your findings, plus all of your supporting primary sources, will help you to master even the toughest research-
and-writing assignments. Then ... get ready to enter the winner’s circle as a victor of those difficult sleuthing
events!

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Be-a-Super-Sleuth-Find-and-Verify-Primary-Sources-A
wesomeStories-101
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Be-a-Super-Sleuth-Find-and-Verify-Primary-Sources-Aw
esomeStories-101

http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Be-a-Super-Sleuth-Find-and-Verify-Primary-Sources-AwesomeStories-101
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Be-a-Super-Sleuth-Find-and-Verify-Primary-Sources-AwesomeStories-101
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Be-a-Super-Sleuth-Find-and-Verify-Primary-Sources-AwesomeStories-101
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Be-a-Super-Sleuth-Find-and-Verify-Primary-Sources-AwesomeStories-101


Media Stream

Lyndon Baines Johnson Takes the Oath of Office
Photo by Captain Cecil W. Stroughton, JFK's presidential photographer. The public-domain image is
online via the U.S. National Archives.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Lyndon-Baines-Johnson-Takes-the-Oath-of-Office

Jackie Kennedy at President Johnson's 1963 Swearing-In
After President Kennedy's assassination in Dallas—on November 22, 1963—White House
photographer, Cecil W. Stoughton, was aboard Air Force One when Lyndon Baines Johnson took the
presidential oath-of-office.
The oath was administered to the new President by Sarah Hughes, a federal judge who worked in
Dallas.
Newly widowed Jackie Kennedy also attended the swearing-in. This image depicts one of twenty-one
photos which Captain Stoughton took of the event.
Curators, at the LBJ Library, list the individuals depicted in this scene:
L-R: Judge Sarah T.Hughes, Jack Valenti, Congressman Albert Thomas (behind Mrs. Johnson), Lady
Bird Johnson, President Lyndon B. Johnson, Jacqueline Kennedy, Lem Johns, Congressman Jack
Brooks, Bill Moyers (in the back), Dr. Burkley.
In his haste to leave the plane, to get his pictures developed, Stoughton did not take a picture of
President Kennedy's coffin as it rested in the aft section of the plane. Mrs. Kennedy stayed with the
coffin during the flight back to Washington, D.C.
She did not change her blood-stained suit from the time she left Dallas until after she returned to
Washington. She had a specific reason for that, since she wanted everyone to see—from viewing her
clothes—what had happened to her husband and the father of her children.
Click on the image for a better view.
Photo by Captain Cecil W. Stoughton, official White House photographer, taken onboard Air Force
One on 22 November 1963. LBJ Library image 1A-19-WH63; online via the LBJ Presidential Library.
Public domain.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Jackie-Kennedy-at-President-Johnson-s-1963-Swearing-In

Eiffel Tower in 1889
Image, described above, online via the Library of Congress.
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Eiffel-Tower-in-1889

Working on the Eiffel Tower in 1888
After Gustave Eiffel and his team completed their designs for the Eiffel Tower, it took two years and
three months to erect the 300-meter structure.
This illustration—which was published, in "Exposition of Paris," during 1889—depicts men at work on
the tower during October of 1888.
Click on the image for a much-better view.
This public-domain illustration, appearing at page 5 of the “Exposition of Paris,” published in 1889,
depicts men working on the Eiffel Tower in October of 1888. The image is online via the University of
Glasgow.

We learn more about the “Exposition of Paris,” published in 1889, from the University of Glasgow’s
website. It was published, “with the collaboration of special writers, enhanced edition of views,
scenes of art reproductions, machinery, drawings and prints by the best artists [working in] Paris,
1889.”
It is maintained, at the University of Glasgow, Sp Coll [Special Collections] RF 754. “Current Status
(October 1888) the work of the World Exhibition (No. 1: pp. 5).”
View this asset at: http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Working-on-the-Eiffel-Tower-in-1888
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Eiffel Tower - The Original Idea and Sketch
Clip from True Legend of the Eiffel Tower

Director: 
Simon Brook

Writers:
Simon Brook and Pascal Lainé

Key Cast Members:
Jacques Frantz - Gustave Eiffel

Annelise Hesme - Claire Eiffel

Nicolas Vaude - Edouard Barbier

Jean-Pierre Becker - Jean Compagnon

Marc Samuel - Minister Lockroy

Composer:
Laurent Petitgirard 

Cinematographer:
Vincent Jeannot

Studio/Producer:
Co-production and copyrights - France-Switzerland-Belgium; Canal+ / Le Musée d'Orsay / RTL-TVi /
Télévision Suisse-Romande (TSR) / VAB - all rights reserved.  Clip provided here as fair use for
educational purposes and to acquaint new viewers with the production.

Dubbed in English (from French)

Release Date:  2005
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Eiffel-Tower-The-Original-Idea-and-Sketch

http://www.amazon.com/Legend-Eiffel-Tower-Simon-Brook/dp/B000GNOH7S
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Eiffel-Tower-The-Original-Idea-and-Sketch

