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6. Mother Teresa Gets Recognition

On October 1, 1996, President Bill Clinton made Mother Teresa an honorary American citizen, and issued this
statement:

Today I am delighted to sign a resolution conferring Honorary United States Citizenship on Mother
Teresa.

In 1950, Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity. Since then, she has brought hope and
love to millions of orphaned and abandoned children the world over. She has nursed the sick,
cared for the poor, and shown us how we can make real our dreams for a just and good society.

To be an American citizen is to share certain fundamental values: That we have a duty to help
others live up to their God-given promise, that we have a responsibility to build up and reinforce
the bonds of community, that we have an obligation to extend our hands to those who cannot help
themselves.

By this measure, Mother Teresa is already an American citizen. I am proud to make it official.

This tiny woman has been recognized as a modern-day saint and was admired worldwide. As she approached
the end of her life, she was asked to sum up her life experiences. This tireless and selfless woman replied:

By blood and origin, I am an Albanian. My citizenship is Indian. I am a Catholic nun. As to my
calling-- I belong to the whole world.

This is her remarkable story.
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Yesterday is gone.
Tomorrow has not yet
come. We have only
today. Let us begin.
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