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Against the backdrop of the il Tricolore, Italy's flag, we see a fragmented Italian Peninsula. This is how Italy
appeared, politically, before the country was unified in 1871.

A Country is not a mere territory;
the particular territory is only its foundation.

The Country is the idea which rises upon
that foundation; it is the sentiment of love,

the sense of fellowship which binds together
all the sons of that territory.

Giuseppe Mazzini
One of Italy’s “Fathers of the Fatherland”

During most of the 19th century, Italy was not the unified country that it is today. Beyond areas controlled by
the Catholic Church—known as Papal States—the entire “boot” of Italy was a fragmented region.
Some of the fragmented parts of Italy were controlled by monarchs—like Napoleon—who were from other parts
of Europe. These areas of Italy alternated between local and foreign rule.
The northern part of Italy, for example, was variously controlled by Austria, Spain, France and the Holy Roman
Empire. Despite the differences in which rulers were dominating Italy, at any given time, the people themselves
shared a common religion.
They did not, however, share a common language or common customs.
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Unification of Italy
Image, by an unnamed artist, online via Wikimedia Commons.
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Bonaparte, Napoleon - Biography
Clip from "Napoleon," a four-hour series by David Grubin.  The mini-series,
produced by David Grubin Productions in association with Devillier Donegan
Enterprises, originally aired on PBS during November of 2000 as part of the series
on Empires.  Copyright, Grubin Productions, all rights reserved.  Clip provided here
as fair use for educational purposes.
Written and Directed by David Grubin

Produced by David Grubin and Allyson Luchak

Edited by Seth Bomse and Susan Fanshel

Cinematography by James Callanan

Music by Michael Bacon

Narrated by David McCullough

The entire program runs 240 minutes.
View this asset at:
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