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The social structure in medieval times was unfair and awful. The black death and attackers were killing many
all over Europe and it was becoming difficult for anyone to survive. As the lower class struggled however, the
upper class feasted. The social structure worked it's self out but there were definite differences between the
classes. 
The Social Structure:
The social structure of the medieval ages was very important, but they had absolutely no fair treatment or
rights. The peasants and slaves were by far the worst off. They worked from dawn to dusk laboring at farms or
serving the people above them. They were especially prone to diseases and plagues since they didn't have
enough money to get doctors or even rest. Since people were always dying, the people who were alive had to
do tons more work and that certainly didn't help them get better! Even so peasants were very important as
workers in The Middle Ages even if they weren't treated as such.
The knights were next up on the list. They were the best military warriors of medieval times, they would ride on
their horses with hundreds of pounds of armor on. When they weren't fighting they were usually practicing
there skills by jousting, hunting or discussing warfare. They were loyal to their lords at all times and might have
been asked to look over the estate or go on a quest.
Above the knights were the nobles, or lords. They were the ones with the major estates and were assistants to
the king. They were the commanders of the knights and were very rich. They lived in the castle in a building
called the keep. They had servants to cook and serve them. They were highly educated for their time. There
main jobs were to run the estates, help the king, and run the military. They usually had a lot of time on their
hands so were entertained regularly.
Last but not least was the king. The king would be granted king only if he was next in the lineage of royalty.
The king had one job, to rule. He was first in command to everyone. He was the one that were going to make
the laws and figure out how to keep the empire in order. With great power comes great responsibility so in
order to be a good king he had to be wise and not selfish. Since the role of king was inherited and not elected,
sometimes the king was not a quality one. The king had to try very hard to keep their power and not lose it.
The Middle Ages had a social structure like no other. It was very, very harsh for the poor and great for the rich.
Poor people had no rights at all and always had to work. The people in the middle actually had it pretty good
because even though they had a sufficient amount of work, they also had tons of free time. The king and queen
had it best with amazing power and riches they got to relax constantly. The social structure was definitely the
opposite of fair.

 By: Meredith Smith and Julymar Cuevas Vila
Footnotes:
1) Website Creator, Daily life of a knight in the middle ages, http://www.lordsandladies.org, Mar/13/2015,
May/26/2016, http://www.lordsandladies.org/daily-life-knight-middle-ages.htm
2) western reserve public media, The middle ages, http://westernreservepublicmedia.org/, May/22/2008,

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB-9fu0pPNAhUNGlIKHWZuAkMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.com%2Fthis-day-in-history%2Fblack-death-is-created-allegedly&psig=AFQjCNELgcVMOEPz0erey8WLLWRqXqQgyQ&ust=1465310899074959
http://mrsbusseyatplaza.weebly.com/middle-ages.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=knights&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=663&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjv8e_az5PNAhVVPVIKHYd1B88Q_AUIBigB&safe=active&ssui=on#safe=active&tbm=isch&q=peasant&imgrc=3syr8cailsEkXM%3A
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjS8Y7uz5PNAhVKc1IKHZ27DnwQjxwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fhutch3d%2Fmedieval-knights-swords-armor-castles-renaissance%2F&psig=AFQjCNHW8lAMyTKNUk6bZE9xsUSxT2YE1g&ust=1465310122692447
https://www.google.com/search?q=peasants+in+the+middle+ages&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=667&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiwt5iiwYTNAhVBDlIKHQuyAdYQ_AUIBigB#tbm=isch&q=nobles+in+the+middle+ages&imgrc=4uf_IgSnO-AjgM%3A
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjuwtzj15PNAhUXK1IKHU1PAPoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slideshare.net%2Fdaviniatv%2Ffeatures-of-a-castle&bvm=bv.123664746,d.aXo&psig=AFQjCNGOVkmYDW2-em4kq48rEuEbCmntcw&ust=1465312264587013
https://www.google.com/search?q=peasants+in+the+middle+ages&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=667&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiwt5iiwYTNAhVBDlIKHQuyAdYQ_AUIBigB#tbm=isch&q=king+in+the+middle+ages&imgrc=cAtpV0-ReJsvVM%3A
http://www.lordsandladies.org/daily-life-knight-middle-ages.htm


May/27/2016, http://westernreservepublicmedia.org/middleages/feud_nobles.htm
3) TSI, kings and court, ducksters, May/01/2016, May/31/2016,
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages/kings_and_court.php

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Life-in-The-Middle-Ages
See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Life-in-The-Middle-Ages

Media Stream

Frankfurt - Medieval Town Hall
Image online, courtesy Paradox Plaza (thread on the Imperial Diet of the Holy
Roman Empire).
PD
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Frankfurt-Medieval-Town-Hall

http://westernreservepublicmedia.org/middleages/feud_nobles.htm
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages/kings_and_court.php
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicAlignment/Life-in-The-Middle-Ages
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/AcademicActivities/Life-in-The-Middle-Ages
http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/23b07c9583.jpg
http://forum.paradoxplaza.com/forum/showthread.php?45875-ARCHIVE-Imperial-Diet-of-the-Holy-Roman-Empire
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Frankfurt-Medieval-Town-Hall

