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M. Chervotkin created this painting, entitled "Nobody Wanted to Die." It is part of the collection "Holodomor;
Through the Eyes of Ukrainian Artists," initiated by Founder/Trustee E. Morgan Williams. The image is online via
Holdomor Research & Education Consortium.
As the grain situation in Ukraine worsens, the people continue to starve. Some are forced to eat their dogs.
Others use weeds, wheat chaff and dried nettle leaves (among other unlikely ingredients) to make what the
people call a "weed loaf."
Rumors surface about cannibalism. Claims of actual cannibalism cause the government to take action. A
government official issues a directive impacting such claims:

…all cases of those accused of cannibalism must immediately be transferred to the local branches
of the OGPU [Secret Police]. (Robert Conquest, at page 257 of his book The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the
Terror-Famine, quoting a directive from K.M. Karlson, Deputy Head of the Ukrainian OGPU, dated May 22, 1933.)

Observing firsthand, what is happening in Ukraine, Sergio Gradenigo—an Italian counsul in Kharkiv (then the
capital of Ukraine)—writes these words to his Ambassador in Moscow (in 1933):

The aftermath of the present tragedy in Ukraine will be Russian colonization of this country, which
will affect its ethnic makeup. In the future, or even in the near future, no one will speak about
Ukraine or the Ukrainian people – and, hence, about the Ukrainian problem – because Ukraine will
de facto become a territory with a predominantly Russian population. (See Holodomor: Ukrainian Genocide
in the Early 1930s, at page 15.)

Alexander Wienerberger also observes, firsthand, what is happening in Kharkiv. A German national, working in
the Ukrainian capital, Wienerberger secretly takes pictures of what he sees (despite the government-imposed
ban against picture-taking of famine-related events). Hungry, or dying, people are falling on the city's
sidewalks.
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After about a quarter of Ukraine’s population dies, the Soviet Union stages what has been called “one of the
greatest cover-ups in history.”
At a grain conference in London, Soviet officials seek to raise their exports significantly. By suggesting that the
country has so much grain it can export more and more, Soviet officials succeed in duping governments in
Europe.
Who would believe that the Soviets were able to ship all that grain because they were starving their own
people?
Indignant over worsening conditions, in their own countries, international Socialists rally to support the Soviets
against the starvation rumors. Some visitors are given tours—including in Ukraine—and report that everything
seems fine to them.
They do not realize, however, that their trips are stage-managed, and they have also been duped. Kiev, and its
surroundings, seem fine only because the government has carried-out a charade.
Soviet propaganda, including film production, assures city viewers that all is well in the farming world. People in
Moscow watch idealized scenes, in Soviet theaters, while the famine in Ukraine rages on.
One cannot say that people ignore suffering when they know nothing about it.
Show trials begin in Moscow on trumped-up charges against six British engineers working in the Soviet Union
for Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Company. Members of the foreign press corps are allowed into the trials on
the condition that they mention nothing about the famine. Keen to report on the trials, and the six defendants,
most of the press takes the bait.
But not every reporter takes the bait.

Malcolm Muggeridge, a British correspondent, is one of the few foreign journalists who defy the demands of
Soviet officials.
Arriving in the Soviet Union, during 1932, Muggeridge does his best to report the actual conditions he observes
(which is far from the stage-managed scenes observed by foreign government officials who tour where Soviet
officials want them to go).
It was not easy for Muggeridge to send his dispatches to London. Censors did not approve of his articles, which
included titles like:

“Slave State in Grip of Famine”

“Abject Misery and Desolation”

“Russia Revealed: Crucifixion of the Peasants.”
Muggeridge sends his articles with diplomatic dispatches, to make sure they can actually get out of the
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country. He leaves Soviet-controlled territory before the articles are published.

See Alignments to State and Common Core standards for this story online at:
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See Learning Tasks for this story online at:
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Nobody Wanted to Die
Holodomor Research & Education Consortium; painting by M. Chervotkin.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Nobody-Wanted-to-Die

Hungry Ukrainians Die in Kharkiv
Photo, by Alexander Wienerberger, depicts villagers on their way to Kharkiv,
searching for food. Maintained by the National Museum, in Kiev, the image is part
of "Memorial in Commemoration of Famines’ Victims in Ukraine." It is online via
the Holodomor Research & Education Consortium.
View this asset at:
http://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Hungry-Ukrainians-Die-in-Kharkiv
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